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September 19, 2018  

 

Senator John Thune 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce, 

Science and Transportation 

United States Senate 

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Senator Bill Nelson 

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on 

Commerce, Science and Transportation 

United States Senate 

716 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Senator Roy Blunt 

Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on Aviation 

Operations, Safety, and Security 

United States Senate 

260 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Senator Maria Cantwell 

Ranking Member, Senate Subcommittee on 

Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security 

United States Senate 

511 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senators:  

 

As Congress continues to work on a bill to reauthorize the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 

the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), as it has for over 80 years, remains committed to 

working with policymakers to make sure the United States continues to have the safest aviation 

system possible.   

 

AMA members – many of whom are former pilots and have a deep understanding and commitment 

to fostering the growth of aviation – are aware of the challenges of integrating potentially hundreds 

of thousands of new unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) into our nation’s airspace over the next 

decade. However, we urge that, during the continued development of regulations to address the 

integration of UAS into the aviation system, Congress does not negatively impact the 200,000 

model aviation hobbyists who have operated safely for decades. Our members follow strict safety 

guidelines and have a long track record of safe and responsible flying. In fact, our National Model 

Aircraft Safety Code has been recognized by Congress, as well as state legislatures, as a safe and 

effective means of managing model aviation hobbyists.   

 

Over the last several years, the FAA has adopted a risk-based approach to UAS regulation, with 

which we agree, and we believe it continues to serve the public interest. We appreciate the 

complexities inherent in developing laws and regulations to address the myriad of UAS and their 

applications.  AMA stands ready to continue to work with policymakers on developing a regulatory 



system that increases safety and security of the aviation system without creating undue burdens on 

longtime, existing users of the airspace. Specifically, AMA supports remote identification and 

tracking at a certain threshold for UAS with advanced capabilities, such as sophisticated drones, 

but not for model aircraft safely operating under the guidelines of a community-based organization 

(CBO).  

 

AMA and our 200,000 members are keenly aware of the changes taking place in aviation and have 

watched firsthand as the skies become more crowded with UAS. Our members have a profound 

interest in the safe and secure integration of drones, particularly commercial drones, into the 

airspace.  We want all UAS operators to have the same deep commitment to safety that AMA 

members have demonstrated for decades.   

 

The model aviation community has helped develop and advance unmanned flying since the turn 

of the 20th century. Even today, modelers are dreaming up new and innovative platforms.  For 

over eighty years, AMA members have educated and encouraged new generations of aviation 

enthusiasts who advance to careers in the industry. Flying model aircraft is much more than a 

hobby – it is an effective tool for teaching science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) to 

youth. Experience in model aviation leads to successful careers in aviation, aerospace, science and 

engineering – jobs that are increasingly vital to the future and our entire economy. 

 

Policymakers have recognized that a one size fits all regulatory system has never been appropriate 

for aviation. The growing diversity of the UAS industry – from AMA’s weekend hobbyist 

operating line-of-sight to the advent of package delivery drones over crowded urban areas – 

precludes a single regulatory framework. AMA supports Congress giving the FAA the authority it 

needs to safely integrate new and complex UAS into the airspace, while maintaining the light 

regulatory touch that model aircraft hobbyists have operated under safely for decades. 

 

As always, AMA and our 200,000 members are pleased to be a resource for policymakers and 

look forward to helping Congress address these complex issues. Thank you for the consideration 

of our views as Congress moves forward on legislation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Richard D. (Rich) Hanson  

President  

Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA)  

 


